
Joint Meeting with Nobles County 8:30 AM 
Rock County Human Services Bldg  June 27, 2014 
 
The following members were present:  Rock County:  Chair Stan Williamson, Jody Reisch, Ron 
Boyenga, Bob Jarchow, Ken Hoime, Administrator Kyle Oldre, Engineer Mark Sehr, County Attorney 
Don Klosterbuer;  Nobles County Commissioners present via ITV were:  Chair Marvin Zylstra, Gene 
Metz,  Matt Widboom and Donald Linssen and Administrator Tom Johnson.  Also in attendance was 
Brent and Kathy Polenchek, Minnesota Southern Railway Operators and GEVO representatives.  Each 
Chair called the meeting to order; purpose of the meeting was to discuss funding the Buffalo Ridge 
Regional Rail Authority to conduct repairs the rail line. 
 
Oldre presented a damage assessment update to the rail line and bridges which is estimated at $1.5 million 
in repairs.  To be eligible for FEMA reimbursement, the contracts must be paid by the BRRRA; the 
operator would not be eligible to receive FEMA reimbursement. 
 
Rock and Nobles Boards heard testimony from Minnesota Southern Railway Operators Brent and Kathy 
Polenchek and GEVO representatives regarding the damages to the rail line and the impacts if repairs are 
not made; as to date, the line has been shut down for 10 days. 
 
Oldre proposed each county loan $750,000 to the BRRRA to begin the repair process and to be eligible 
for potential FEMA reimbursement.  If determined eligible by FEMA, reimbursement could take up to 6 
– 12 months.  After considerable discussion, each board privately discussed the issue. 
 
The joint session resumed at 10:00AM with the following results:  Nobles County tabled action until July 
1st at 4:00PM to see if rail line repairs will be FEMA eligible expenses; after considerable discussion, 
motion by Reisch, seconded by Hoime, to approve up to a $750,000 loan to the BRRRA to be paid from 
General Fund Reserves, declared carried on a unanimous vote. 
 
A special meeting of the BRRRA was scheduled to discuss contract authorization for rail line repairs. 
 
In other business, motion by Jarchow, seconded Hoime, to approve SW Emergency Communications 
Board membership dues for 2014 of $2,456.27, declared carried on a voice vote. 
 
Mark Sehr, Engineer, presented a brief road closure update and damage assessment update; currently (4) 
contract engineers are inspecting all bridges and culverts throughout the county to determine if there is 
structural damage due to flooding.  Presented as information only, no action was taken. 
 
With no further action to come before the board, meeting was declared adjourned.  
 
 
 
 

 

 


